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General
Reminders
Winter time: 
We would like to remind you that children now need to bring a warm hat to wear outside. We do still play outside during winter as long as it’s not raining.  Please also remember our child illness policy, it is important to keep your child at home if they are unwell.  The health department will be again monitoring child illness in preschools to keep watch for pandemic levels of flu. 
 
Parent Library: 
At reception we have a small parent library that has information related to parenting and children.  You are welcome to borrow books at anytime, just choose a book and take it to Jill or one of the teachers so they can record who has it.  
If you know a good book and we don’t have it please tell us and we will purchase it for everyone to share. 
) (
Government Budget—what does this mean? 
I’m sure many of you are aware that the government made some changes to the way they fund ECE services in their budget announcements.  Many of you may be reading or listening to some debates on quality issues and what the new funding system means to services. You may be anxious to know how this is going to effect you and our service.  At this point I can confirm that we will definitely have reduced funding from the government in the vicinity of $50,000—$100,000.  I can not yet confirm the actual figures because the government has not yet given me the new figure that we will be funded on.  The new funding does not come into effect until February 2011.  As you can see though this is a significant amount of money.  We will be looking for your feedback on where you think we should cut costs.  So look out for a survey coming your way soon.  Also I would encourage you to get involved in any debates about quality education and care for your children. 
Introducing the preschool website: 
Over the last few months we have been creating a website to better inform you and the public about our service.  The address is 
www.bishopdalepreschool.co.nz 
 
There is a section of the website designed just for enrolled families and you will need to have a password to access it.  This section has all our policies, surveys and a forum discussion section so that we can share our thoughts about early childhood care and education.  I hope that you find this website informative and interesting. 
 
 
 
) (
Well we have almost reached the middle of the year  again,  with lots of inside days ahead of us as the wet weather has arrived.  
I would like to welcome those new families that have recently joined the preschool community and encourage you to participate by sharing your ideas about what you want your child to learn while they are here at preschool. 
Teacher News:
We would like to inform you that over the next few months we have several teacher’s taking leave.  I hope that you have met our relief teacher Kayla who will cover most of this leave.  We will also be using the agency staff for some of the time.  We don’t imagine this will disturb our programme greatly, but if you see some different teacher faces around please introduce yourself or just ask one of the team if you are unsure about who the new teachers are.  
Introducing the 2010—2013 Strategy:
We have now completed and adopted the new strategic directions for the preschool.  A copy of this document is in the parent library if you wish to have a look.  You are welcome to request your own copy, please just ask Jill or Sarah.  We have set 3 major goals for this period that we believe will support our commitment to delivering a quality early childhood service to our community. 
) (
Quote : 
Evidence supports giving children the opportunity to interact with their peers, as it enables children to develop metacognitive activities such as planning, monitoring, reflecting and directing (Cullen & St George, 1996)
) (
Welcome 
)

 (
Another issue that we are curr
ently
 addressing is with the over two children bring
ing
 toys to the centre.  We recognize the value of children making connections with home and centre and that the toys that they bring to preschool can help this.  However, they often have difficulty sharing these toys, looking after these toys and get very upset when they are lost or broken.  So we have decided to ban toys from home.  
To still make a connection with the centre we are implementing our own weekly newspaper. Some of you will be aware that during Mat time we encourage children to share their news with the group.   This is the time that children can now share their stories from home.  In this news time we will be emphasizing important news, for example a new addition to the family (Pet or baby); a holiday event that a child has experienced; a birthday; a major learning event; a sports award or an award that they have achieved at home.  This kind of news will be recorded in the weekly paper. 
So keep an eye out for that soon and share your child’s news with us. 
 
) (
 in our discipline positive statements that tell the child what to do. 
We would also like to remind our community that New Zealand has a 
No Smack policy
. You need to find other ways to discipline your child. For more information about this please visit 
www.kiwifamilies.co.nz  
There you will find information about alternative way to discipline and more about the laws in NZ that stop you from smacking your child. 
 
We have also begun a programme of physical education on Thursday mornings at the YMCA.  We can only take a maximum number of children in this programme. It has been very successful at getting children to increase their fitness. We will be changing the day every year so that we try to include every child at some point over the time they are with us.  
 
) (
At the moment we are having a focus on our preschool rules which are: 
Every child needs to learn the limits of acceptable behaviour within this context as well as the home context.  We have noticed an increase in the amount of children testing these boundaries.  At our AGM our guest speaker spoke about 3 tips to remember when considering your discipline methods;
1.
 
All behaviour is learnt! 
2.
 
All behaviour happens within a developmental stage. 
3.
 
Remember the power of positive reinforcement. 
This means that children can unlearn inappropriate behaviours, that we must remember to consider their stage of development and how that impacts on their 
actions and that we must
 
remember to include
) (
Our Programme News
) (
A comment from your Committee: 
) (
2009 Financial Report
 
Income:
Government Grants
590,711.
WINZ
  66,765.
Fees & CCC grant
132,713.
           790,189
Expenditure
Wages & training
616,855
General expenditure
142,037
758,892
 
) (
 
) (
At the next committee meeting we will be appointing new members to the committee and sorting out the roles for all committee members, so if you are interested please come along, 
7.30pm on the 28th June. 
If you would like a copy of the managers report or the treasurers report  please ask either Jill or Sarah. 
The table on the right shows a general overview of our annual accounts for the 2009 year.  If you would like to see the full annual accounts these will be available via the charities website or in our parent library by the  end of June.  
) (
Kai ora  everyone, 
We would like to thank all the parents that came to our recent AGM, we hope that you enjoyed the guest speakers and the opportunity to meet the committee and teachers in a more social way.  
At this years annual meeting we had several committee members resign, as their children have now moved on to school. We would like to thank them for their contributions to the preschool and wish them well  with their future education experiences. 
) (
We will respect each other.
 We will respect each others work.
We will respect our environment. 
)
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